Prayer Petitions: 24 April 2017
ACT PALESTINE FORUM
PRAYER VIGIL FOR PEACE IN THE MIDDLE EAST
24TH of every month
Every day in the month ahead, we continue to pray with and for our sisters and brothers in Palestine and
Israel who have called for an ecumenical prayer vigil across the globe on the 24th of every month.
APF encourages its friends and partners to visit the APF website and APF Facebook page often to find,
and also contribute, updates, photos, stories, advocacy ideas, and special prayers.

ACT Palestine Forum Prayers
24 April 2017
Prayer Focus: Illegality of the Occupation

On 6 May 2004, the UN General Assembly adopted Resolution 58/292 which “affirms that the
status of the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including East Jerusalem, remains one of
military occupation, and affirms, in accordance with the rules and principles of international law
and relevant resolutions of the United Nations, including Security Council resolutions, that the
Palestinian people have the right to self-determination and to sovereignty over their territory…”
The Resolution also “expresses its determination to contribute to the achievement of the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people and the attainment of a just and comprehensive
negotiated peace settlement in the Middle East resulting in two viable, sovereign and
independent States, Israel and Palestine, based on the pre-1967 borders and living side by side in
peace and security.”
According to ACT Alliance member, Diakonia, “the practices of the Occupying Power, Israel,
raise serious concerns under international law, not only under IHL (International Humanitarian
Law) and IHRL (International Human Rights Law), due to the erosion of the basic protections
and practices of acquisition and annexation of territory, in clear contravention of the central
notions of modern public international law.”
Since the adoption of this resolution in 2004, tension and violence have remained present, human
rights have continued to be violated, and hope in a just and timely end to the occupation has
waned. This month, we pray for the upholding of international law in Palestine and Israel and for
all those who suffer under the ongoing illegal occupation.
Read the resolution here.
Read more about the work of Diakonia here.

Prayers
Gracious God, grant peace. Cleanse from our own hearts the seeds of strife; greed and envy,
harsh misunderstandings and ill will, fear and desire for revenge. Make us quick to welcome
ventures in cooperation among the peoples of the world, so that there may be woven the fabric of
a common good too strong to be torn by the evil hands of war. In the time of opportunity, make
us be diligent; and in the time of peril, let not our courage fail.
Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer.
Grant, O God, that your holy and life-giving Spirit may move every human heart; that the
barriers dividing us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease; and that, with our
divisions healed, we might live in justice and peace.
Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer.
Look with mercy, gracious God, upon people everywhere who live with injustice, terror, disease,
and death as their constant companions. Rouse us from our complacency and help us to elmiate
cruelty wherever it is found. Strengthen those who seek equality for all. Grant that everyone may
enjoy a fair portion of the abundance of the earth.
Lord, in your mercy; hear our prayer.
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son. Look with
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred that infect our
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and, through our struggle
and confusion, work to accomplish your purposes on earth.
We pray all of this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Prayers adapted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
Additional Meditation
“Canticle of the Turning”
Text: Rory Cooney, based on the Magnificat
Music: Irish Traditional
My soul cries out with a joyful shout that the God of my heart is great,
And my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait.
You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and my weakness you did not spurn,
So from east west shall my name be blest.
Could the world be about to turn?
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn.

From the halls of power to the fortress tower, not a stone will be left on stone.
Let the king beware for your justice tears every tyrant from his throne.
The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn;
There are tables spread, every mouth be fed,
For the world is about to turn.
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn.
Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast:
God’s mercy must deliver us from the conqueror’s crushing grasp.
This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound,
Till the spear and rod can be crushed by God,
Who is turning the world around.
My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice burn.
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is about to turn.

